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Everything's new at the 2026 BLEACH
Festival - a new artistic director, new
talent, new location and new energy
for the city’s premier arts event.

BLEACH showcases the incredible talent
we have on the coast as well as featuring
a range of national and international
artists, installations and performances.

For a city that says YES, we've got so much
to celebrate so it’s time to come early and
stay late at the 2026 BLEACH Festival.

Over to you, Felix

Tom Tate
Gold Coast Mayor

I’'m so excited to welcome you to the 2026
BLEACH Festival. For 11incredible days
we're transforming the HOTA precinct for
a coastal-psychedelic spring awakening!
A curated program of performance,
music and art experiences invites you on
a journey of discovery from midday to
midnight, as we take over every possible
part of the precinct for BLEACH. Pick a
show and then map out your own festival
adventure - with free programming

all day, there’s something to see and

do before and after, as well as plenty

of delicious treats to eat and drink.

Welcome to BLEACH, the Gold
Coast's premier contemporary
arts festival at Home of the Arts
(HOTA) from 1-11 October.

This event will deliver more than $1.1
million in economic impact, supporting
local businesses while strengthening
Queensland’s tourism economy.

Backed by the Crisafulli Government,

it helps cement our reputation as the
nation’s events capital and draws visitors
to experience more of our region.

Andrew Powell MP
Minister for Tourism

Take a risk and experience something new.

Gold Coast artists remain at the heart

of BLEACH, with local works taking

the stage alongside national and
international artists of the highest
calibre. Free music, dance parties,
immersive installations, family fun and
mind-altering artistic experiences
abound, and all of it here at HOTA - your
Home of the Arts. Come early, stay

late. We can’t wait to see you there!

Felix Preval
Artistic Director



MUSIC H INSTALLATION H ART “ PERFORMANCE H FOOD & DRINK

HOTA LAKE
PHEGINGT

1-11 OCTOBER

SAT, SUN & MON FROM 12PM
THU & FRIFROM 4PM




Nestled on the banks of the Nerang River, HOTA Lake Precinct actsas a
bridge between art and nature. The 17-hectare site encompasses shady
green swathes of park and recreational space, waterfront picnic areas, the
Outdoor Stage and the tranquil centre-piece, Evandale Lake.

From open-air concerts to a site-specific performance suspended over

the lake, roving circus performance. public art installations and community
engaged works that celebrate the city’s natural environment, HOTA Lakeside
Precinct will be transformed for BLEACH Festival bringing the precinct to life
both indoors and out in a landmark moment for the festival’s history.

With activations from midday to late across the festival, explore the site by
day and see it transform as the sunsets into a neon forest fantasy. Pop up
bars and food truck bites will make festive ac?:ompaniments to the live music,
erformance and installation art.
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QLD EXCLUSIVE INSTALLATION | FREE

THAW

LEGS ON THE WALL

1& 3 OCTOBER

A spectacle of engineering, aerial artistry and climate activism,
THAW is more than a performance - it’s a call to action. From
leading Australian physical theatre company Legs On The Wall,
THAW reaches across languages and circumstances to reflect
humanity’s shared contemporary truth: There's no time to waste.

The stage for this durational performance is a three-tonne block
of melting ice, suspended from a crane, far above the ground.
Leading to a spectacular finale, a solitary figure confined to the ice
struggles for balance as their perch gradually starts to shrink.

Created by Joshua Thomson, with an original score by Alaska’s
Matthew Burtner, THAW is a potent metaphor for our time and
an inspirational act of endurance, supported by unprecedented
achievements in design and engineering.

Gold Coast audiences can experience this incredible work at two
different locations during BLEACH Festival . A sunrise spectacle
on the sands of Surfers Paradise Beach on October 1, and a very
special performance with the ice suspended over Evandale Lake
at HOTA on October 3.

PERFORMANCE ONE
SURFERS PARADISE
10CT - 5AM TO 12:30PM

PERFORMANGE TWO
HOTA LAKE PRECINCT
30CT-11:30AM TO 7PM

DURATION
75 HOURS




FRE | INSTALLATION UK ‘ WORLD PREMIERE LOCAL

MORAG MYERSGOUGH
+ EVERYBODY NOW!

1-11 0CTOBER

A bright and bold BEACON of belonging, this epic, large-
scale installation becomes a landmark for joy at the centre
of BLEACH Festival. Led by Everybody NOW!, BEACON %
is a new commission by global design leader Morag Y ‘
Myerscough (UK), in collaboration with hundreds of Gold

Coasters who participated in creative workshops.

BEACON calls you in with vibrant colours, hand-painted
patterned entrances and adorned gateways. The natural
world interacts with the artwork; light dances through
space, shapes move with the wind, and poetic text by

best-selling author, Holly Ringland, signals messages from .
people and place. ;"‘
Throughout the festival, local community singers will send ‘

out a siren song, performing at dusk as the artwork comes
alive with neon light.

Don’t miss the opening of BEACON Thursday 1 Oct at
5.30pm for a special opening night performance with all
the community feels and big disco energy, featuring our
BEACON Festival Choir of more than 100 singers, local
electro-pop duo Super Massive and students from the
Griffith University Conservatorium.

LOCATION TIMES

HOTA LAKE PRECINCT FROM10AM DAILY
BEACON OPENING EVENT -10CT FROM 5.30PM
BEACON CHOIR - THU, FRI, SUN - 5:45PM






-| MUSIC || UK || AlS || QLD PREMIERE |

LADY BLAGKBIRD
+ ELEGTRIG FIELDS

2 OCTOBER

UK artist Lady Blackbird is known as the Grace Jones of Jazz. Her powerful sound
evokes joy one moment and heartbreak the next. Expect to be wrapped up in a set that
encompasses soul, jazz and storytelling by this brilliant singer on her debut Australian tour.

Opening the night is Electric Fields; the multi-award-winning duo, producer Michael
Ross and vocalist Zaachariaha Fielding. Blending modern electric-soul, upbeat pop, and
deep house with traditional Aboriginal culture to deliver soulful pop of epic proportions to
intensely intimate story-songs.

LOCATION TICKETS  TIMES
OUTDOORSTAGE ~ FREE DOORS 6PM
SHOW 7PM



31X60

+SUB-TRIBE
3 OCTOBER

SIX60 are hitting HOTA's Outdoor Stage with their collision of roots, soul, pop and dubstep.

Infused with de wi roots and rich cultural heritage, their music and live shows are wic

eaving audiences truly euphoric.

the sound of Aotearoal

LU[:HTII]H TICKETS TIMES
OUTDOORSTAGE ~ ALL$89 )OORS 6PM
SHOW 7PM




CIRCUS FAMILY |QLDPREMIERE

ﬂ SIMPI.E SPAGE

GRAVITY & OTHER MYTHS
3-5 0CTOBER

Backed by the driving rhythm of a live percussionist, seven acrobats push their physical
limits again and again without reserve. Simultaneously raw, frantic and joyful, you can feel
the heat, hear every breath, and be immersed in every moment. The audience is brought in
close to surround the performers. This honesty is the essence behind A Simple Space.

“A genuinely jawdropping display of synchronicity and strength.”- Time Out, London.

LOCATION TICKETS TIMES

HOTACENTRAL  ADULT$39 30CT-2PM &4PM

THEATRE1 CONCESSION $35 40CT - 4PM
MEMBER $34 50CT-2PM




| DANCE THEATRE LOCAL

Nll llNE EETS OUT OF
HERE ALIVE

THE FARM
10-11 OCTOBER

No One Gets Out of Here Alive confronts Death in a culture where it's a taboo subject.

Yes, this is about mortality but also the death of our dreams, of past selves, of quiet everyday
endings. Weaving dance, voice, and music with humour and pathos, this visceral, cathartic
work is an invitation to explore the endings that shape us, and the surprising lightness of
letting go.

LOCATION TICKETS TIMES

HOTACENTRAL  ADULT$39 10 OCT - 6PM

THEATRE 1 CONCESSIONS$35  110CT-4PM
MEMBER $34



DANCE

THE BUTTERFLY WHO
FLEW INTO THE RAVE

OLI MATHIESEN WITH LUCY LYNCH AND SHARVON MORTIMER
2-4 OCTOBER

This electrifying show explores rave culture in a hypnotic hour-long spectacle of pure
endurance that straddles the border between performance art, dance, and theatre.

Three dancers are locked in a pattern of relentless movement, in seamless synch, detailed
down to every beat. It's the come up and the come down all in one - the beauty of feeling
alive, but the consequences that come with it. Experience the communal joy and the
physical toll of dancing until you drop.

* % * Kk “A feat of dance endurance so full of energy and swagger you wanted to join
in on the fun.” - ArtsHub

LOCATION TICKETS TIMES
HOTA CENTRAL ADULT $39 20CT-8PM
BASEMENT CONCESSION $35 30CT-8PM

MEMBER $34 40CT-7PM




DANCE

GUDDLE

HARRISON RITCHIE-JONES
8-10 OCTOBER

Partners in crime raise the stakes and go all out on a dance heist. The window is short and
the road is dangerous — will they make it out alive? The audience is invited close to gather
around the space as though at a wrestling match. Weaving contemporary dance with
elements from martial arts, figure skating and a host of more abstract inspirations, CUDDLE
ebbs and flows from the joyful and absurd to the inventive and technically brilliant.

LOCATION TICKETS TIMES
OUTDOOR STAGE ADULT $39 8PM
BLACK BOX THEATRE CONCESSION $35

MEMBER $34



MUsIC || INSTALLATION JPN -

100 I(EYBIIHBI]S

ASUNA
3-5 OCTOBER

100 toy keyboards. A shimmering field of sound exploring the acoustic phenomena of
interference, resonance, and the subtle beauty of imperfect tuning.

Because no two keyboards are tuned exactly alike, the overlapping tones generate evolving
patterns, beating frequencies, and shifting harmonic textures. Like an auditory moiré, these
layers of sound continually interact, creating a sonic landscape that is constantly changing
as to where you are seated.

Immersive, hypnotic, and endlessly evolving, this is an invitation to slow down, listen deeply,
and lose yourself in a living landscape of sound.

“ASUNA’s live performances are an experience; textured soundscapes that blur the
lines between art and music.” - Tokyo Art Beat

H TICKETS TIMES

HOTA GALLERY  ADULT $29 4PM ‘ I PLAYKING

GALLERY 3 CONCESSION $25 | ’F[IIJNI]ATIUN
MEMBER $24









THEATRE

WORLD PREMIERE LOCAL ‘

WHITE RABBIT THEATRE
7-10 OCTOBER

Both theatre show and ritual gathering, Awake invites audiences into an intimate, gently
held space where they are given a front-row seat to the often hidden and surprising face of
grieving. Combining storytelling, reflection and humour, this work follows the story of The
Widow. Supported by a small ensemble of players, and underscored by beautiful Irish music
created live on stage by Victoria Falconer, audiences experience the many facets of grief.

LOCATION TICKETS TIMES
HOTA CENTRAL ADULT $39 6.30PM
BASEMENT CONCESSION $35

MEMBER $34
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‘with food trucks and bars.

.hota.com.au

SUPER MASSIVE

Over 18 artists are taking over the Live 5:30PM
Music Stage, performing live and free as
part of BLEACH Festival, in the HOTA
Lake Precinct.

This open-air pop-up venue will
transform the shady, lakeside parklands
into a unique musical experience along

We'll kick off with a bang on stage
with the opening of BEACON, embark
on a live musical journey blending the
sounds of NOMAD and the Silk Road
Project, and get you up on your feet
with a dance along party, Step by Step. _

Enjoy live performances each day of the
festival from'some of the Gold Coast” s ;
best local musicians.

Check out the full line up at



110cT

2PM

JOINT






NR DJINANG GIRCUS
3-5 0CTOBER

Join us for the world premiere of Ocker, a show in motion from leading First Nations
company Na Djinang Circus. Tearing through the precinct on a portable railway track,
skilled performers build a playground for strange encounters, risky acrobatics, and absurd
acts of endurance as circus erupts in the most unexpected places. Improvised scenes are
constantly derailed as the troupe negotiates crowds, obstacles, and their own terrible ideas.

LOCATION TIMES E%%Eh%“g 8 F
HOTA LAKE PRECINCT 2PM & 3.30PM



-| INSTALLATION | WORKSHOP

HYPER TEMPL

UNITEPLAY PERFORM
1-11 0CTOBER

Hyper Temples is a large-scale immersive public artwork transforming unexpected locations
in the HOTA Gallery, creating an evolving landscape of participation, experimentation

and collective imagination. Centered around the Hyper Temples PlayKit, a modular
environment of oversized foam sculptural forms, audiences are invited to construct,
dismantle and continually reshape temporary structures together through movement,
storytelling and interaction. Hyper Temples operates as a living social sculpture shaped by
the communities who enter and activate it. See website for additional workshop activities.

LOCATION TIMES
HOTAGALLERY ~ FROM10AM
OPENING CEREMONY 3 OCT - 1PM
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ﬂﬂKESTBﬂ GHIIIH

GOLD CHOST
10-11 OCTOBER

Rooted in radical tenderness and fierce
intention, the Arkestra is a collective voice
- avessel to carry audiences through

the noise, uncertainty and complexity of
now. We sing songs that hold space for
the things that matter, weaving music
with spoken word to create an immersive
journey through sound.

TIMES
3PM

LOCATION
HOTA GALLERY




STEP BY STEP

A DANCEALONG PARTY
4 OCTOBER

A dance-along experience covering
popular dance crazes from the last 100
year and the songs that accompany them.

Through the combination of live
performance and participation, the
show explores the fascinating journey of
how dances travel and transform across
cultures and time.

TIMES
6PM

LOCATION
HOTA LAKE PRECINCT







| PERFORMANCE H MUSIC “ LOCAL |

HIGH TIDE

EVERYBODY NOW!

11 0CTOBER

Look what the tide has washed in! As the sun sets on BLEACH Festival 2026, 100 glowing
jellyfish are riding in on the high tide for a spectacular closing celebration.

Join us for a family friendly psychedelic lakeside party featuring live music, illuminated
puppets from the award-winning Dead Puppet Society, and a thrilling stunt performance
from Jetpack Entertainment & Events. Featuring students from the Griffith University
Conservatorium.

LOCATION TIMES
HOTA LAKE PRECINCT FROM 5PM













BARS & BITES

HOTA LAKE PRECINCT

Late nights at the HOTA
Lake Precinct are set to

come alive with food trucks
serving up delicious bites by
the water. Take a moment
torelax and soak up the
atmosphere while you feast
on everything BLEACH
Festival has to offer.
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CREDITS

The following companies and productions acknowledge the support of;

Experience Gold Coast Arts
Fund supported by The City
of Gold Coast:

Arkestra Choir

Awake

BEACON

CYVASA 2.0

How The Birds Got Their
Colours

Hyper Temples,
Repatterning The Future +
Build and Destroy

Kaleidoscope Skies
Kuramanunya

Live Music

No One Gets Out Of Here
Alive

Rekindle, Rekindle +
Footnote: A Yeah Girl
Retrospective

Silk Road Project: NOMAD

Sounds of Brasil

100 Keyboards has been
generously supported by
the Playking Foundation.

A Simple Space has been
assisted by the Australian
Government through
Creative Australia, its
principal arts investment
and advisory body.

Gravity & Other Myths

is supported as an
organisation by Create SA
and the Sydney Myer Fund.

BEACON is a project by
Everybody NOW! featuring
Morag Myerscough (UK)
and supported through

the EGC Arts Fund and
Australian Government
through Creative Australia.

Everybody NOW!

is supported by the
Queensland Government
through Arts Queensland,
and the City of Gold Coast,
and are proudly a Home
Company at HOTA Home of
the Arts.

CUDDLE has been
supported by the Australian
Government through
Creative Australia, its
principal arts investment
and advisory body.

How The Birds Got Their
Colours was originally
commissioned by SWELL
Sculpture Festival

with support from the
Queensland Government
via Arts Queensland and
City of Gold Coast.

No One Gets Out of Here
Alive was co-commissioned
by Brisbane Festival, HOTA,
Home of the Arts through
the EGC Arts Fund and
Monash University.

Queer PowerPoint is
produced by Unfunded
Empathy and supported
by the NSW Government
through Create NSW.

Ocker was co-
commissioned by
Melbourne Fringe and
HOTA, with support from
The City of Melbourne,
Creative Australia and
Queensland Government
via Tourism and Events
Queensland.

Na Djinang Circus is
generously supported

by Creative Australia,
Creative Victoria, The City
of Melbourne and the Sue
Beeton Foundation.

d! SHUNDORI has
been developed with the
generous assistance of the
Australian Government
through Creative Australia,
its arts funding and advisory
body, the Northern Territory
Government through Arts
NT, Northern Territory
Regional Arts Fund, Brown's
Mart Build Up Program and
the Centre For Australia
India Relations.

Image credits

Forimage sources and
credits please see the
individual event web pages
at hota.com.au



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

PROUDLY PRODUCED BY

EXPERIENCE

GoLDcoAST. HOTA

MAJOR PARTNERS

LVENT GOLD COAST
Q@MM GCA AIRPORT E?S‘?MS“ I

EVENT COLLABORATORS

OQUEENSLAND ALISTRALIA

SRR ()

HOTA.COM.AU
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