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AMAZING ACHIEVEMENT AT 2021        

WINESTATE WINE OF THE YEAR AWARDS  
 

IT’S OFFICIAL!!!!  [Z WINE] BAROSSA VALLEY HAS WON …… 
 

AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR - [JANELLE ZERK] 

GRENACHE OF THE YEAR - [2020 AUGUST]  

TOP 5 SHIRAZ OF THE YEAR - [2019 JULIUS] & 

RUNNER UP AUSTRALIAN WINE COMPANY OF THE YEAR -  [Z WINE]  

 

The honour of ‘AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR’ is awarded to the winemaker 

who produces the largest number of high ranking wines over the course of the year.       

This exceptional achievement has been awarded to Janelle of [Z WINE] through achieving  

many 5 STAR ratings and high rankings for the wines entered over the year in 2021.  

 

Janelle Zerk, Winemaker commented; “I work hard to preserve my historical roots and 

relevance in the Barossa and these awards allow us to show off our potential for future 

growth and success in the wine industry. The wines speak for themselves and are a result 

of a good understanding of quality and simply what tastes good for the wine judges AND 

the consumer.”  

 

Previous ‘Australian Winemaker of the Year’ award winners include; Peter Hall -       

McGuigan Wines, Chris Scott - Church Road, Shane Harris  - Geoff Hardy & Shavaughn 

Wells - Saltram Wine Estate. Janelle is only the third female to receive this prestigious 

award over the past 4 decades.   

 

The ‘GRENACHE OF THE YEAR’ award received for the 2020 [AUGUST] GRENACHE has 

been exciting as Z WINE continues to endorse and nurture this variety from vine to glass. 

To be recognised of this with such distinction is fantastic!  The Judges commented; “Very 

varietal fruit driven nose; al cherries and strawberries with a fragrant floral lift. Nicely 

rounded mid-weight varietal palate with chalky tannins.”  

 

The 2020 vintage was released from one of the best vintages for Grenache in years.  It is 

ultra fragrant with wild strawberry and hints of violet and musk stick.  The palate is 

packed with cherry, white pepper and earthiness. Very drinkable and absolutely suitable 

for every occasion!  
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“The top Grenache and Shiraz wines are standouts, but the whole Z WINE range has 

shone a light on us to win this amazing award! Grenache is particularly  popular at the 

moment and it’s good to be a driver of such an exciting varietal.” said Janelle Zerk,      

Winemaker.  

 

WINESTATE MAGAZINE set the benchmark for industry publications in 1978 and remains 

the leading independent Wine Magazine in Australia. WINESTATE publisher Peter Simic 

commented “As a finalist from over 7,000 wines judged this year, where less than 5% of 

wines entered reached the finalist stage, and with the toughest peer reviewed blind 

judging in Australia or NZ, a Winestate Medal is truly deserved!”   

 

 

Receiving the ‘TOP 5 SHIRAZ OF THE YEAR’ for the 2019 [JULIUS] Basket Pressed Barossa 

Valley Shiraz is impressive!  Judges commented: “Sweet oak and raisined-like fruit        

aromas with perfumed notes. The full-bodied palate is rich with flavour”   

 

The 2019 [JULIUS] Shiraz displays great depth of raspberry and chocolate, but balanced 

and brooding with savoury notes.  A perfect example of Shiraz as well as great ageing 

potential and being enjoyed with food. This was a small blend, allowing the best oak to 

be chosen and matured in for approximately 20 months. Previous winners of this award 

include Mr Riggs— Scarce Earth and our own 2016 [POOLE] Old Vine Shiraz in 2020!    

 

Managing Director - Kristen Zerk commented; “It really is an honour to receive not just 

one but 4 major accolades in the 2021 WINESTATE Wine of the Year Awards! I’m SO 

proud and look forward to celebrating ………..each ….....single …... achievement!”  

 

As the excitement of the WINESTATE awards continue [Z WINE] also received             

‘RUNNER UP AUSTRALIAN WINE COMPANY OF THE YEAR’. What an achievement!      

Previous winners include Wolf Blass, Australian Vintage and Haselgrove Wines. 

 

[Z WINE] Barossa Valley showcases beautiful boutique Barossa Valley Wines and the 

recognition by WNESTATE of the wines, the winemaker and the company is genuinely 

valued, recognised and respected.  

 

Do yourself a favour - support local and taste an award winning bottle of [Z WINE] today!   

 

You can order online www.zwine.com.au | call (08) 8563 3637    e | sales@zwine.com.au   

or visit our Cellar Door  at 109 - 111 Murray Street Tanunda SA 5351.  
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AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST SHIRAZ! 
 

Z WINE 2018 [JULIUS] Barossa Valley Shiraz wins 

‘BEST OF SHOW’ & ‘BEST SA SHIRAZ’ receiving                                               

the 2020 SAINT MARTIN OAK GREAT AUSTRALIAN SHIRAZ CHALLENGE TROPHY                             

for best of show & THE ORORA GLASS TROPHY for the best south australian shiraz.  
 

 

This outstanding announcement of ‘BEST OF SHOW SHIRAZ’ and ‘BEST SOUTH         

AUSTRALIAN WINE’ comes from the 26th edition of this prestigious and highly         

regarded wine award, which attracted over 430 entries from 70 regions from Australia 

through an extensive and diverse range of premium quality Shiraz.   

The 2020 awards were judged by the acclaimed panel including Gary Baldwin (chair), 

Jeni Port, Jen Pfeiffer, Brendan Freeman, Simon Osicka and Cate Looney with vintages 

of entries ranging from 2012 to 2020.  

Previous winners of this prestigious national award include;  Kaesler Wines ‘The         

Bogan’ Shiraz, Taylors Wines ‘Taylors Shiraz, Tattachilla Wines ‘Foundation Shiraz’      

W Slater & Son ‘Pepperjack Shiraz’ Geoff Merril ’Reserve Shiraz’,  Turkey Flat Wines 

‘Turkey Flat Shiraz’,  Wolf Blass ‘Blass Eden Valley Shiraz’, Hardys ‘Eileen Hardy’ & Wirra 

Wirra ‘RSW Shiraz’.  

Winemaker, Janelle Zerk commented; “It’s fantastic to see a single vineyard Shiraz 

from the Southern Barossa that has been made to exude bold Barossa characters, 

while still retaining its pure elegance rise to the top. Shiraz is arguably the most iconic 

of all Australian varieties and we are so proud to have not only been judged best in 

South Australia, but best in Australia. The 2018 vintage in the Barossa was one to      

remember, producing super aromatic perfumed Shiraz with great depth that the     

variety is renowned for. The [JULIUS] is in its 14th year of production and has always 

had a brilliant track record... but this award trumps them all!”  

  

Kristen Zerk, Managing Director commented; ‘“How exciting!! The Z WINE [JULIUS] 

Shiraz has always been my favourite. It is one of our most cellarable wines and can be 

put down for 25-30 years ….if you have the patience not to drink it! This particular 

Shiraz, which is named after my Son and Grandfather’s middle name, is perfect with 

food and is always a star with our loyal customers at our degustation dinners. A        

definite must have for Shiraz collectors.” 

  

The 2018 [JULIUS] Barossa Valley Shiraz is available for tastings and sales at the                

Z WINE Cellar Door & Wine in Tanunda at 109-111 Murray Street Tanunda SA 5352          

or call (08) 8563 3637 or order online at   www.zwine.com.au 
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