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2018 Vintage 

The 2018 vintage was another idyllic growing season in Margaret River which 

began with a nice even budburst after average winter rainfall. A mild spring 

followed ensuring good flowering and fruit set. A moderate start to summer, 

with no heat extremes, set up the harvest well with all varieties displaying 

flavour intensity and bright acidity. There was an abundance of Marri blossom 

which meant bird pressure was practically non-existent during bthe harvest 

period. 2018 will definitely be remembered as an outstanding Margaret River 

vintage! 

Vineyards 

The majority of fruit for the 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot is grown in the 

Wilyabrup and Yallingup sub-regions, home to many of Margaret River’s most 

famous Cabernet blends. This fruit brings power and richness to the finished 

wine. A parcel from the more southern Wallcliffe sub-region complements 

the northern, more fruit-driven components, adding a tighter structure and 

lifted perfume.  

Winemaking 

Hand-picked and selective harvested fruit parcels were tipped directly into 

open or static fermenters for a few days soaking on skins. Once the wild 

ferment kicked in, we started plunging and pump-overs for subtle tannins 

extraction. We worked the skins early and then backed off later in the 

fermentation process. The individual batches were pressed and then 

transferred into new and used French oak barrels for maturation. After 12 

months in 40% new French oak the 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot was 

blended and bottled, no fining was necessary. 

  

Tasting Notes 

The 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot is aromatic yet juicy and concentrated, 

showing mulberry, plum and cassis together with dark chocolate notes. The 

palate shows ripe, fleshy, varietal Cabernet fruit characters finishing with 

beautifully structured and softer tannins. Merlot adds mid-palate weight and 

lovely earthy notes while a small amount of Malbec provides further dark 

fleshy fruit.  This is one of the best Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot blends we’ve 

produced to date, a direct reflection of the quality of the 2018 vintage. 

 

Technical Specifications 

Blend   67% Cab. Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, 11.5% Malbec, 2.5% Cab. Franc 

Alcohol  14.6% 

Acidity     5.88 g/L 

pH        3.64 
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