Precinct Village &
Carpark (PV&C)
Moore Park, Sydney NSW

Abandoned Spur of
Busby's Bore Find



1. Introduction

The abandoned section of Busby ore Spur has been
found within the PV&C site, and not the live bore
network.

e The shaft and tunnel that has been found within the PV&C site
is the abandoned section of the Busby's Bore network.

* During construction of the bore network, they originally
planned to tunnel directly to centennial park from the Barracks
location.

e As they bored through what is now the PV&C site location,
they encountered a steep drop in the rock levels and a sandy
material layer. In addition, they likely encountered the Great
Sydney Dyke which we know runs east to west along the
bottom of the PV&C site.

* Once they realized that they could not continue, they tracked
back to Shaft 8 (located on the street, on the corner of Moore
Park Rd & Driver Ave), and then headed east along Moore Park
Rd, and through what is now Disney Studios.
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2. MOD7 -HIA Recommendations

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) Dec 2021
recommended a process be followed should the

spur be found

MOD 7 approved the HIA and in doing so endorsed the
recommendations set out in Section 8.2, which committed to:

 Where itis found that impacts to the spur/shaft are likely and
redesign cannot be achieved to avoid impacts an
Archaeological Research Design and Methodology (ARDM)
for uncovering the fabric of the item, recording and removal
would be provided to Planning (DPIE), Sydney Water and
Heritage NSW for consultation.

* A Heritage Interpretation Plan be prepared to mitigate any
impacts to Busby’s Bore. The plan would be based on the
projects Heritage Interpretation Strategy, but would include
an approach for use of any salvage fabric of the bore in an
interpretive display.
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3. Timeline

2024

25 June 2024 Shaft discovered during piling platform Discovery communicated to DPHI, Heritage NSVW and Sydney \Water.
preparation works & site remediation
works.

8 July 2024 Crown Certificate #1 issued

West Car Park excavafion and piling/
shoring to level B3 and East Carpark, etc.

November & December 2025

Venues NSV prepares and issues an
ARDEM to DPHL

DPHI forwards ARDEM to Heritage NSW.

Wid January 2025

Venues NSV safely records and removes
the sandstone and bricks from the shaft in
accordance with the December 2024
ARDEM.

Late January 2025

Additional test excavations undertaken in_
arder tq locate the tunnel.

DPHI provided Venues NSW with approval
to excavate beyond the depth of the
approved SSD 9835 MOD 7 design to
locate the tunnel.

Extensive consultation following discovery of spurftunnel. Refer to consultation log at Attachment 2 for details.
Consultation outcomes informed preparation of SSD 9835 MOD 10.

Late January 2025

Tunnel was discovered during test
excavations

ARDEM updated to reflect tunnel discovery.

2025

Mo further excavation of the tunnel has occurred since late January 2025.
— _—

17 March 2025

SSD 9835 MOD 10 approved
Redesign of Precinct Village and Carpark

MOD 10 exhibited submission included:

Condition B39 — retained as per S5D 9835 MOD 7
Condition B43 — retained as per 35D 9835 as originally approved
Condition B44 — retained as per S5D 9835 as originally approved
Condition B44A — new condition to require revised

«  Addendum Statement of Heritage
Impact

«  Archaeological Research Design
Methodology

MOD 10 Submissions Report (post

exhibition) included:

¢  Updated Addendum Statement of
Heritage Impact

¢  Updated Archaeological Research
Design Methodology

All documents were referred to Heritage
NSV during assessment process.

18 March 2025

Archaeological Research Design and Excavation Methodology(s) (ARDEM) in consultation with Heritage

NSW

«  Condition B46 — modified to replace outdated references to NSW Heritage Division and other agency

names and require:

a) consideration of feasible potential to create a digital resource from completed archaeological
recording for use in public j ion;

b) consideration of in-situ and adjacent archaeological interpretation approaches including lessons
learned from outside Australia (best practice approaches):

c) options for re-purposing of archaeological finds (results and artefacts), heritage features or items
salvaged or protected during construction and how they will be integrated into the final design; and

d)  input from a material conservator with recognised and appropriate experience in presentation of
public archaeology

Crown Certificate #2 issued
West Car Park excavation to Level B4 &

East carpark etc

n/a
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4. Consultation Process
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5. Redesign Options

Options to try and retain the shaft and tunnel in situ were
investigated. The poor condition of the brickwork and low
rock strength meant that they could not be retained in situ.

Option 3.1

Option 3.2

Option 3.3

Option 3.5

Shaft is retained insitu.

Shaft is partially retained &
partially rebuilt up to
original top of shaft level.
In this option, the brick section
of the Shaft is reconstructed.
Would remain in an
operational carpark with no
real opportunity for safe public
viewing.

Shaft is partially retained &
partially re-built up to Level
B2.

This option is similar to Option
3.2 except that less of the brick
section is reconstructed.

Shaft is partially retained &
partially rebuilt (semi-circular
section).

Extensive structural heritage engineering reviews confirmed the shaft and tunnel were not structurally adequate to be retained in situ.

Option 3.4 —rebuild of the brick shaft on the Plaza was the only viable option.

V.
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6. Current Status

Excavation of the shaft & tunnel in rock is

approved: Consultation with HNSW & DPHI has
concluded

e With respect to the excavation of the shaft & tunnel, the
consultation with HNSW concluded with the review of the
updated Archaeological Research Design Excavation
Methodology (ARDEM). The ARDEM update was the fifth
Revision to the document and followed over six months
of consultation between the various departments.

e The ARDEM documents the salvage and recording
requirements as well as the methodology for the archeological
excavation of the abandoned spur. Salvage and recording of
the shaft and tunnel has been completed.

Heritage Interpretation: Consultation is ongoing

e A Heritage Interpretation Plan is currently being prepared in
consultation with HNSW to finalise the rebuild of the shaft on
the plaza.

e A final post-excavation Heritage Report will be prepared. The
v, report will detail the archival recording and historical research.
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