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1. Introduction

The abandoned section of Busby’s Bore Spur has been
found within the PV&C site, and not the live bore
network.

• The shaft and tunnel that has been found within the PV&C site 
is the abandoned section of the Busby's Bore network.

• During construction of the bore network, they originally 
planned to tunnel directly to centennial park from the Barracks 
location.

• As they bored through what is now the PV&C site location, 
they encountered a steep drop in the rock levels and a sandy 
material layer. In addition, they likely encountered the Great 
Sydney Dyke which we know runs east to west along the 
bottom of the PV&C site.

• Once they realized that they could not continue, they tracked 
back to Shaft 8 (located on the street, on the corner of Moore 
Park Rd & Driver Ave), and then headed east along Moore Park 
Rd, and through what is now Disney Studios.
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2. M O D 7  - HIA Recommendations

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) Dec  2 0 2 1  
recommended a process be followed should the 
spur be found

M OD  7 approved the HIA and in doing so endorsed the 
recommendations set out in Section 8.2, which committed to:

• Where it is found that impacts to the spur/shaft are likely and 
redesign cannot be achieved to avoid impacts an 
Archaeological Research Design and Methodology (ARDM) 
for uncovering the fabric of the item, recording and removal 
would be provided to Planning (DPIE), Sydney Water and 
Heritage NSW for consultation.

• A Heritage Interpretation Plan be prepared to mitigate any 
impacts to Busby’s Bore. The plan would be based on the 
projects Heritage Interpretation Strategy, but would include 
an approach for use of any salvage fabric of the bore in an 
interpretive display.
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3. Timeline
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4. Consultation Process
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Consultation Process
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Consultation Process
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Consultation Process
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5. Redesign Options

Options to try and retain the shaft and tunnel in situ were
investigated. The poor condition of the brickwork and low
rock strength meant that they could not be retained in situ.

Option 3.1 Option 3.2 Option 3.3 Option 3.5

Shaft is retained insitu. Shaft is partially retained & 
partially rebuilt up to 

original top of shaft level.
In this option, the brick section

of the Shaft is reconstructed.
Would remain in an 

operational carpark with no 
real opportunity for safe public 

viewing.

Shaft is partially retained & 
partially re-built up to Level 

B2.
This option is similar to Option
3.2 except that less of the brick

section is reconstructed.

Shaft is partially retained & 
partially rebuilt (semi-circular 

section).

Extensive structural heritage engineering reviews confirmed the shaft and tunnel were not structurally adequate to be retained in situ.
Option 3.4 – rebuild of the brick shaft on the Plaza was the only viable option.
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6. Current Status

Excavation of the shaft & tunnel in rock is
approved: Consultation with H N S W  & DPHI  has 
concluded
• With respect to the excavation of the shaft & tunnel, the 

consultation with HNSW concluded with the review of the 
updated Archaeological Research Design Excavation 
Methodology (ARDEM). The ARDEM update was the fifth 
Revision to the document and followed over six months 
of consultation between the various departments.

• The ARDEM documents the salvage and recording 
requirements as well as the methodology for the archeological 
excavation of the abandoned spur. Salvage and recording of 
the shaft and tunnel has been completed.

Heritage Interpretation: Consultation is ongoing

• A Heritage Interpretation Plan is currently being prepared in 
consultation with HNSW to finalise the rebuild of the shaft on 
the plaza.

• A final post-excavation Heritage Report will be prepared. The 
report will detail the archival recording and historical research.
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